
Region 9 Army MARS Training Topics for “on-the-air” use

TRAINING TOPIC # 1 –  Types of Army Mars Nets
Types of Relay Stations
CONUS Traffic Schematic
Overview of common Routing Indicators

LESSON INTENT – To Provide a review of the Nets and Relay Stations used to move message traffic,  the CONUS Traffic 
         Schematic, and  Common used Routing Indicators.

REFERENCES – AM-6 Annex G JM 2-203 - HFGlobalEnterprise
AM-6 ANNEX B Routing  Indicators – May 2018

EXPECTED TIME TO DELIVER – 50 Minutes

CONTENT OUTLINE & KEY POINTS – 

Types of Nets -  The plan supports two parallel networks at the National Level

National Support Network (NSN) - The National Support Network stations are generally military stations.

Trans-Global Network (J0G) - The Trans-Global Network (J0G) is operated by Individual Member stations 

Region Nets - The Region Net includes any secondary or “sub-nets” operating under it.  The Primary Region Net is 
the top level net within the region operating over a 24 hour period. It is the “Rally Point” for most MARS 
stations, and is tasked with coordinating MARS stations throughout the region.                            

 Levels of Relay

Primary - Stations that are generally DoD “Gateway” stations - DESERT EAGLE
Major - Stations that back up the primary relay station or assist in relay of messages.

Major Relay Station Tactical Call Signs
EAST Major Relay Station HIGH CARD ROMEO
CENTRAL Major Relay Station HIGH CARD SIERRA
WEST Major Relay Station HIGH CARD TANGO

Minor – Operate generally at the Region level and provide branch continuity between the tributary stations of      
multiple states and higher routing relay stations (Primary and Major stations) and networks.

      Minor Relay Station Tactical Call Signs
Region 1 Minor Relay Station HIGH CARD ALPHA
Region 2 Minor Relay Station HIGH CARD BRAVO
Region 3 Minor Relay Station HIGH CARD CHARLIE
Region 4 Minor Relay Station HIGH CARD DELTA
Region 5 Minor Relay Station HIGH CARD ECHO
Region 6 Minor Relay Station HIGH CARD FOXTROT
Region 7 Minor Relay Station HIGH CARD GOLF
Region 8 Minor Relay Station HIGH CARD HOTEL
Region 9 Minor Relay Station HIGH CARD INDIA

Tributary – Operates at the State Level  and the obligation for a Tributary station to deliver messages to addressees may be 
     accomplished by one of two methods:

1. Deliver the message directly to the addressee
2. Employ refile procedures to relay the message through another MARS station located within their State or Area of 
    Responsibility
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Conus Traffic Schematic

a.  Red Circle – Primary Relay Station – National Support Network
b.  Black Circle – Major Relay Station (JOG) - Trans-Global Network
c.   Yellow Circle – Intermediate Relay Station
d.  Black Triangle – Minor Relay – Region Level Stations
e.  Black Square – Tributary Relay – State Level Stations
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COMMON ROUTING INDICATORS
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