Region 9 Army MARS Training Topics for “phone bridge” use
*** ATTEND - PARTICIPATE - ASK QUESTIONS -  WE ALL NEED TO GET INVOLVED***
!!!SEND IN PARTICIPATION REPORTS ON TIME !!!
TRAINING TOPIC   –  Net Structures and Routing Indicators

SESSION INTENT –  Review of Net Structures and Routing Indicators
REFERENCES –   AM6 ANNEX  G


!!PLEASE HAVE YOUR AM-G ANNEX H READY TO USE AS A TRAING REFERENCE. 

WE WILL BE USING TABLE 13 FOR THIS TRAINING SESSION!


          
EXPECTED TIME TO DELIVER – 30 Minutes

CONTENT OUTLINE & KEY POINTS – 
1. Overview the net structure of Net Organization within Army Mars.
2. To match Net Names with “Routing Indicators”. 
3. To Explain the purpose of “Routing Indicators” and how they are defined.


Yeah, but why do I need to know this?
EXAMPLE – Region 9 Director (Position) has the RI = UHWHBC
THE WAY AHEAD – Integration or Coping with Chaos.
[image: image1.emf]Net Names & Coverage

• The “National Support Net”  --- a DoD net that 

links agencies (including DoD) with Army MARS

• The “Trans-Global Net” (aka “Juliet Zero Golf” 

net) which is the bridge between the NSN and 

Army MARS members via regions

• “Region” nets that connect the J0G net with 

specific geographic areas

• “Sub -Region” (sometimes called “Battalion”) nets 

that cover areas within a  Region.
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[image: image2.emf]TRAFFIC FLOW

• Agency files a message with the NSN, AMARS stations 

referred to as “Primary Relay Stations”.

• Representative of the J0G net (called a “Major Relay 

Station” ) receives the message from the NSN.

• Based on the destination of the message, the J0G station 

passes the message to one or more Region Nets via a 

“Minor Relay Station”.

• The Minor Relay Station either files the message with the 

Region Net NCS or sends it to a “Tributary Relay Station” 

(usually the tributary station represents a state within the 

region)

• The Region NCS (or the Tributary Relay Station) passes the 

message to a station for delivery to the addressee(s).
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[image: image3.emf]Originating Agency

Major Relay or Primary Relay Station

Minor Relay Station

Region Net NCS

Tributary Relay Station

Station for Delivery

Addressee(s)

Via National Support Net

Via “Juliet Zero Golf” Net
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Note: Alternate Traffic Flow is received by Broadcast Messages Directly from the FT during exercises.
[image: image4.emf]So, now to the details …

• For Operation on the NSN and the J0G nets, stations are 

assigned “functional” call signs.

• These all begin with the phrase “High Card” followed by a 

single letter spoken phonetically

• For example: the major relay station on the east coast, also 

known as a “Primary Relay Station” or “East  Major Relay” 

(the link between the NSN and the J0G) is assigned “High 

Card X-Ray” and the West Major Relay station is assigned 

“High Card Tango”.

• Each of the Region stations (the “Minor Relays”) are also 

assigned High Card call signs  – R9 is “High Card India”.

• Normally, Tributary Relay Stations do not have “High Card” 

call signs, but use their regular member call sign
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Not

Note:  In reference to last bullet Information Tributary Stations Use There State RI:

     - CA UHWABCA – AZ UHWABAZ)
[image: image5.emf]Now --- On to Routing Indicators

• Routing Indicators (RI) are codes for specific 

stations, specific positions, and for collections 

of stations.

• For example:

– HQ for Army MARS (a station) has the RI = UHWHHCP

– Chief, Army MARS (a position) has the RI = UHWHHC

– Region 9 Director (a position) has the RI = UHWHBC

– All Army MARS members (a group of stations) has the RI = 

UHXAAA
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[image: image6.emf]Yeah, But …

• So what … why do we have them?

• Simple answer is:

– SECURITY

• Remember what we know about  Plaindress and 

Codress messages? The objective here is to protect the 

identity of the originator and the addressees of 

messages.

• Of course, we can always encrypt the contents of 

messages to hide those identities, but that poses a 

problem for routing of the traffic through those nets 

that we discussed a minute ago.
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[image: image7.emf]The complete answer to WHY?

• To preserve the identity of the originators and 

addressees of messages ---

• WHILE AT THE SAME TIME MAKING IT 

POSSIBLE FOR THE STATION OPERATORS 

TO FIGURE OUT HOW TO  ROUTE TRAFFIC 

TO THE ADDRESSEES

• And now you know why they call them “ROUTING” 

indicators
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[image: image8.emf]Lots more details …

• The RI’s are actually made up in a hierarchical 

fashion with portions of the six or seven letter 

codes having different meanings. (And these are 

not just for MARS, or for that matter not just for 

DoD, or just for the US, but are used throughout 

the military world).

• If you wish you are encouraged to plow through 

the details that are given in the first few pages of 

“Joint MARS Routing Indicators” (JM2-203). It will 

tell you more than you ever wanted to know.
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[image: image9.emf]So, When you 

can’t sleep ---

Here’s something to 

help you drift off
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Figure1-1 (U/FOUO) CONUS Traffic Schematic
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